
Census overview 2016:
(Home ownership declining and renting on the rise)

Census data released yesterday revealed Sydneysiders
spend the most on rent and mortgages in the country and,
unsurprisingly, Sydney is the most expensive city to live in.

The data shows that homeownership rates continue to decline, with a big shift in the

proportion of people renting: 31 per cent of Australians owned their own home outright

in 2016, compared to 41.1 per cent in 1999.

Following the same trend, residents with mortgages make up 34.5 per cent of the

population, up from 27.5 per cent in 1991.

Sydneysiders and Darwin residents have the biggest mortgages in the country, with

median repayments of $2,200 per month. Canberra follows with $,2100 per month,

followed by Perth at $1,950 and Brisbane at $1,800; Melburnians pay $1,750, while

those in Adelaide pay $1,500, ahead of Hobart with $1,450.

Meanwhile, the proportion of renters has jumped to 30.9 per cent, up from 26.9 per cent

25 years ago.

Renters pay an average of $440 per week in Sydney, followed by Darwin with $420 and

$350 in Melbourne.

Most Australians live in separate houses, with 73 per cent of the population living in this

type of property, while semi-detached, town-houses, flats and apartments increased to

make up 26 per cent of housing.

Sydney remains the most expensive city for more people than anywhere else in

Australia, with 14.2 per cent of residents spending more than 30 per cent of their

incomes on rents. This is despite the fact that NSW residents have a median income of



$664, significantly lower than the median income of ACT with $998, the Northern

Territory at $871 and WA at $724.

Other trends revealed by the 2016 Census show Australians are getting older, more

culturally diverse and less religious.

The ABS described the country’s diversity reaching “a tipping point”, with 49.3 per

cent of the population now either born overseas, or born to parents who were born

overseas.

The data in the 2016 census confirms trends we already know about: the population is
growing strongly, fewer people own their homes, more people are renting, and
household size is shrinking.

The 2016 Census provides hard data that illuminates many of the factors that have

been driving the property market in recent years: the population is growing

strongly, home ownership is down, more people are living in apartments and

renting, and household size is shrinking.

We take a look at the census data most pertinent to the property sector.

Population growth is strong

Australia's population grew 8.8 per cent in the years between the 2011 and 2016

censuses, reaching 23,401,892.

It's no wonder we are seeing pressure on housing and infrastructure.

Melbourne is growing more quickly than Sydney

Melbourne added 1,859 people per week between the 2001 and 2016 censuses,

compared with Sydney, which added only 1,656 people per week.

Sydney remains the largest city, with a population of 4.8 million, but Melbourne is

not far behind with a population of 4.5 million.

The Sydney and Melbourne markets are undersupplied

The number of people living in each dwelling in Sydney and Melbourne has

increased to 2.7 people, compared with 2.6 nationally.



The number of households in Sydney with six or more people has increased by 20

per cent since 2011.

Tim Reardon, HIA’s Principal Economist, says this shows the Sydney and

Melbourne property markets are undersupplied.

Cities are growing more quickly than regional areas

Between the 2011 and 2016 censuses, the number of people living in capital cities

grew 10.5 per cent, almost double the 5.7 per cent growth rate for people living

outside capital cities.

There was a big decline in the number of homes owned outright

In 2016, 31 per cent of homes were owned outright, a significant decline from the

41.1 per cent of homes owned outright in 1991.

But the number of households with mortgages is on the rise

But a greater percentage of households were owned with a mortgage. In 2016, 34.5

per cent of homes were owned with a mortgage, compared with 27.5 per cent in

1991.

Renting is on the rise

In 2016, 30.9 per cent of households were renting, up from 26.9 per cent in 1991.



Source: ABS.

Fewer people are living in houses, more are living in flats

In 2016, 73 per cent of dwellings were houses, compared with 76 per cent in 2011.

Semis, terraces, townhouses, and apartments accounted for 26 per cent of dwellings,

with 12.7 per cent of households in semis or terrace houses, and 13.1 per cent in

flats.

Source: ABS.

The population is aging

The median age of all Australians increased slightly from 37 years in the 2006

census, to 38 years in 2016.

In 2016, 16 per cent of the population was aged over 65 years, compared with 14 per

cent in 2011.

Households are getting smaller

The census counted increases in the numbers of no-children families, single-parent

families, and single-occupant households - showing the number of occupants in

households is shrinking.



In 2016, one in five households (24.4 per cent) were occupied by a lone person, up

from one in four (20 per cent) in 1991.

The average person per household was 2.6, down from 2.8 in 1991.

The rise of the no-children family

The census showed there were 6.1 million families in 2016.

In 1991, 51 per cent of families were couples with children, dropping to only 45 per

cent in 2016.

In 1991, 32 per cent of families were a couple with no children. In 2016, 38 per cent

of families were couples with no children.

Single-parent families are more common

Single parent families accounted for 13 per cent of all families in 1991, a figure that

jumped to 16 per cent in 2016.

Almost one million - 900,000 - single-parent families were counted in the 2016

census, and more than 80 per cent of the single parents were female (81.8 per cent).


